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PUBLIC HEARING  

August 18, 2020 

 

 The public hearing was called to order at 5:20 PM by Councilman Williams. 

 

 Present:  Councilmen Williams, Bamonto, Stoyle, and Councilwoman Nichols. 

 

 Excused: Councilman-at-Large VanDenVouver. 

 

Also present: Mayor Rosas, City Attorney Morrisroe, City Treasurer Woods, City Clerk, 

Public Works Director Woodbury, Fiscal Affairs Officer Beach, Building and Zoning Inspector 

Gustafson, Personnel Administrator Heyden, Director of Development Wurster, Fire Chief 

Edwards, and Police Chief Ortolano. 

 

 Notice of Public Hearing was read by City Clerk Ramos. 

 

 The public hearing was held for the purpose of giving interested persons an opportunity 

to comment on Resolution #85-2020 – Intro No.7 to Local Law No. 7-2020 City of Dunkirk, A 

Local Law to Amend City Code – Chapter 76 Section 70.  

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

 

 City Clerk Ramos read the comments submitted by interested persons: 

 

 Deborah Rozumolski of 376 Lake Shore Drive East wrote in support of Resolution #85-

2020, however, suggested it be amended or an additional resolution be created to include some 

additional streets in the lowering of the speed limit to 15 miles per hour. Ms. Rozumolski also 

submitted a petition in support of Resolution #85-2020 signed by some of the residents who live 

in the Wright Park area. 

        

 Paul Somerfeldt of the Dunkirk Citizens Advisory Committee advised even though the 

CAC applauds the councils attempt to address the speed limit concerns within the city of 

Dunkirk, the CAC does not support Resolution #85-2020 as written. The resolution should be 

withdrawn, rewritten, and clarify sections in the City Code including Chapter 76, 24, and 49. The 

council should address all the shortcomings in a section of the Code each time they propose 

modifications. Mr. Somerfeldt further advised the reasoning behind the lowering of the speed 

limit “opens a can of worms” as it lists safety concerns around the basketball courts, baseball 

field, softball fields and School #7. There are other basketball fields, baseball fields, tennis court, 

playgrounds, and schools in the city that have speed limits of 25 or 30 miles per hour. Do we 

lower their speed limits? Mr. Somerfeldt concluded with, “Again, the CAC agrees with the intent 

of this proposed law. However, we recommend that the Common Council develop a more 

complete law that improves safety, while at the same time does not needlessly complicate the 

City Code.” 

 

Frank Beach of 11 Lakefront Boulevard wrote that consideration and discussion be had 

before a final decision is made on Resolution #85-2020 so the curve of North Main Street and 

Lakefront Boulevard be included in the lowering the Speed Limit to 15 miles per hour. The great 
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increase in the popularity of the Main Street beach has raised great safety concerns as the 

restrooms are across the street on Lakefront Boulevard. 

 

Councilman Stoyle advised at last week’s Public Safety Committee Meeting Chief 

Ortolano presented a study that actually says the slower you do it the more accidents are going to 

happen because people are going to want to pass and that this will be discussed further with 

DPW, the Safety Committee, and any other committee that needs to be in the discussion.  

 

Councilman Bamonto advised he was also at the same committee meeting and the idea of 

slowing the spped limit on North Main Street and Lakefront Boulevard was shot down because of 

the input of Chief Ortolano.  

 

Chief Ortolano advised for a road of that length traffic safety studies show it doesn’t 

make sense to slow traffic down, if you change it there are going to be more accidents and then 

we have the liability. “I know the reasoning behind what we are proposing here tonight, there is a 

very big conglomerate of the Little League field, softball field, school, water park, Stadium all in 

one very small confined area. That we can control if we put the speed limits down.”  That is 

basically two streets and one cross street. As far as the school zones, basically where we have the 

school zones down to 15 are where you see the crossing guards, where children are crossing 

streets to get to school, to slow that traffic down. Some schools load and unload children in their 

parking lots.  

 

Councilman Williams advised he understands the concerns that the letter writers have and 

would like to see more streets speed limits lowered because he also sees many vehicles speeding, 

these drivers abide by the speed limits when there is radar patrol present, but then go right back to 

speeding when no one is monitoring the problem areas. Councilman Williams also advised he 

understands Chief Ortolano’s research on increased accidents when the speed limit is lowered on 

certain types of roads.  

 

City Clerk Ramos suggested that if a crosswalk with the yellow lines was placed at the 

bathrooms adjacent to the Main Street beach that would probably reduce the traffic speed for cars 

coming around the corner and “I think it would make that corner a lot safer.” 

 

Chief Ortolano, Councilman Williams and Councilman Bamonto all advised they agreed 

with City Clerk Ramos’ suggestion. Chief Ortolano inquired from DPW Director Woodbury if it 

would be possible to place a bright yellowish lime green sign to indicate there is a crosswalk 

coming up in that area of Main Street.  

 

DPW Director Woodbury advised when the sea wall is fixed, we’ll do that at the same 

time. 

Councilwoman Nichols requested that when Lakefront Boulevard is completely done 

could a solid no passing stripe be painted all the way down the road. 

 

DPW Director Woodbury advised once the wall is fixed, we can put the double yellow 

line down. 

 

Public Hearing Closed at 5:42 PM                                                 Edwin C. Ramos, City Clerk 

 


